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CONDOMS IN PRISON SYSTEM 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [12.16 pm]:  In May this year, during the 
budget estimates hearings, the opposition asked a range of questions about the supply of condoms in the Western 
Australian prison system.  Supplementary information was provided, specifying the number of condoms issued 
in 2005-06, the location they were issued and the cost involved.  On 17 August, the Leader of the Opposition 
issued a media statement in which he asserted that our prisons are havens for criminals who simply want a break 
from the streets and that the supply of condoms to prisoners is somehow improper and negligent. 

The provision of condoms in Western Australian adult prisons is part of a wider health strategy and prisoner 
education campaign about communicable diseases, sexually transmitted infections and blood-borne viruses.  
Prisoners are considered a high-risk population for these diseases and viruses.  Research shows about 60 per cent 
of female prisoners and more than 30 per cent of male prisoners have hepatitis C.  This compares to one per cent 
in the general community.  Condoms have been available in Western Australian prisons since 1995; that is, they 
were very sensibly introduced by the Court government, of which the Leader of the Opposition was a senior 
minister.  The provision of condoms to prisoners is consistent with best practice among prisons around the 
world.  They are provided to not only help reduce the spread of infections and blood-borne viruses among 
prisoners, but also reduce the transmission of these diseases when offenders are released back into the 
community.  About 7 000 prisoners are released from Western Australian prisons each year.  Condoms are 
available in prisons in more than 20 other countries and, in Australia, in the Australian Capital Territory and 
New South Wales. 
To expand upon the information provided as part of the estimates process, in 2006-07 the Department of 
Corrective Services spent $7 120.80 to May 2007 on condoms, dental dams, protection packs and lubricant.  This 
compares to $9 815.65 expended in 2005-06.  The figures which were provided as supplementary estimates 
information and which appear in Hansard were for condoms only and excluded dental dams, lubricant and some 
minor miscellaneous costs.  A considerable number of the condoms supplied by the Department of Corrective 
Services are actually in “exit kits” given to offenders when they leave prison.  These contain two condoms, 
lubricant, a plastic wallet and printed instructions.  Given the exceedingly high levels of communicable diseases, 
sexually transmitted infections and blood-borne viruses among the prisoner population, the provision of 
condoms to those leaving prison is a very important public health measure to prevent the spread of disease to the 
wider community. 
The reason I am making this statement today is that I am concerned that some members sitting opposite seem 
intent on misrepresenting this issue in a very irresponsible manner.  As I have outlined, the availability of 
condoms is consistent with world’s best practice and, given that offenders do not stay in prison forever, is 
probably one of the most important public health initiatives we can undertake on behalf of the whole community.  
I can assure those opposite that regardless of what they say or what is published in the Sunday Times, condoms 
will continue to be available in Western Australian prisons.  
 


